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DT TER 
1 BRIEF 3 
NTRODUCTION 
10 the following 


NARRATION. 


A SI ha oped on the 6th of it 
laſt, to be 75 the Hosſe of my 
Reverend and Worthy Friend Mr. Stripe, 
Low-Leyton, 25 asd me concern. 
de 3 End of Mr. Geot F f 
0 wards, late of my Pariſh, wh A 
ra p os ore, had ſhot Fay to 52. 


Lo of him, and of thit unuatural 
$4 wickea "Aion, t told him, Ia 
| , hom, within 4 few Tears pa; 
8 We the N Ch. l. I . 
Perſal 


"bad given him [ame ſhort a. : "% Mi 


i 


ar -P ———— —-—- ——¼— 2 
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Perſons of 
| wich #76: and run down Religion, hi 
God for their. wilful reſiſting Light a 


. Fhemſel-:s. They who had ſo long a 

' of God, being juſtly by bim depri ued 

| 2055 and left to L 9 

Devil, and their own deſperate Paſſion 

Duc harit ablene f in this Obſervation 

but wiſh'd that others would tate natit 

43d that ſuch. fearful Manifeſtations 

God's Judgments upon 7 een and U 

| l. | Wherefore, in purſuance of tl 

Lier, that I would publiſh fomething | 
| 7 Buſineſs, jel, 

ter of” Fact; give ſome Account of / 


of the Conferences I had with him, wi 


— 


3 — — —- —_— — 


{ 


OF - 
Atheiſtical Principles, w 
bad made it their Buafinefi to vili 


as Þ thought, by the juſt Judgment 


Trath, and for their Obſtinacy in U 
belief, been given up to Madpeſi « 
Folly, even to lay violent Hands upi 


ſed : veir own Reaſon, and the Gy, 


My. Friend did not ſee any thing, 


goaly Men, might be W 4 arning * | 
Reflection, he wrote to me 4 few DA 


to relate the Mi 


Life, and of his Principles, and there os 
ra 


— 


CYF. 57 
his Letter to me, and. wine te lin 
verbatim. I return d 4 immediate 
Anſwer, That I could nor but a. 
ledge rhe good Deſign of ſurb 4 Reta 
tion, tho it wa nor in my Thoughts - 
til he #6 Conf 
Tears being pat ſiuce our Conferentss, 
and the Techies not intended for Pal. 
Mick View, and lying confuſed with my» 


fo recollect and put things into any to- 
lerable Order, than I] had in this large © 


Pariſh. So I excuſed my ſelf for . 
_ Epreſext, get, mith att af” 


to lay bold of all Opportunities of con- 


of impiow Principles; I think. 1 


onghs 


{this remarks UDGMEN Te 


«MG OD wil Ts of deterring all froms 
5 wi bere 4 plain and faithful W 8 


UN 


= by 1 
3 
FT... 


S:: 2 . 
; =O 
4 n * 
1 4 A 
1 q 
. * ry . - 
1 v * - 
> - * . 
% \ 


. — 
— 4 


\v 


ſed it to e. That ſome i 


4% Papers, it would take. more Leiſare ; 
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ferther of it. Now, having upon ſe> 
cond Thought s conſider d, That we ought *.* Ii 


vincing ATHEISTS, or «t leaf, . i 
of arning Chriſtian People 1 =. 


(not to let go ſo fair an Occaſion as | | | 


ak 
* 
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(5) 
of Matters of Fact, with ſome Practical 
Exhortations at the End, hoping it 
e be of ſome nſe, by the Bleſſing of 


"vx 


| God, if not to recover the Profligate, | , 


and; already infected, yet to preſerve the] 
N 8 from ſuch aeteſtable Er. * 
rats, and to confirm the Pious in their 
fledfaft Belief of our mot Holy Reli. 
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GMENT « of GOD: 


- Whey) 


| PO R TT Wy 1 
Atheiſm and Jude, 
Lats. * 2 {Brief and True A der 


6 ü. 
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2 Mr George Fe Ye. 


5 R. George Edwards, was born ak Flats 
} x) in the Pariſh) of many + in, the Lear 
OP 1661, and * up, by his 5 | 
—] wich ſome ſort of Strictneſs; .A. 
de Age of 27, or thereabour, — marri 7 a hoy 
4k — and Pious young Woman, w 82 a 
er 


* col 


-on her 


him about his Opinions. 


e ell things ame by Nature 5 and that whos u, 


T7 SELLS 
Spa, 


(8); 


| fiderable Fortune, and had himſelf a competert 


Eſtate left him by his Father. He was for ſeve- 
— Ny Ro married, very induſtrious ir 

is Wor Irs, and difrgent in his particu- | 
Fir Calling. He had good natural Parts, and | 


was ſhrew'd enough in human Concerns ; bur [ui 


had entertain d ſome Prejudices againſt Religion, | 
which made him looſe and careleſs on that Ac- | 
count. He came ſeldom io Church; gave kirde 
Credit to Scriprure ; believed nothing of a future 
State; but look d upon Religion as the Device 
of Men, and uſually faid, Al Things came by 


Natura. This - Courſe of Life, and rheſe Prigci- 
ples, were very-uneafy to his Witt, who ia Wo- 


man of * ory Goodneſs and Piety; for tho be 
was kind as an Husband, yet having eſpouſ- 
e 
E nd gontinu ncernment up- 
pe fo 22 . }Wherewpon 

ſhe came to me, in the ear, as I remember, 
1698, lamenting his Caſe, and defiring that I 
would rake ſame convenient time to diſcourſe with 
told her F would ; 
and a few Months after, when he came to re- 
ceive Money of me for the Drink we took of him; 
after T had aid him, we went into the Gatqen, 


and I began to diſcourſe with him to this purpoſe : 


Afr. Edwards, I hear you have embraced ſome very 
aud Opinions: it 3s [aid, you do not believe there i: 


am. Cod, of tha we have Toumortal Souls... Ii it 
for ne I ſhall diſcover notbing: to 2 


dice, dae abu vonr to fariefie you. if I can. H 
anfwer d, He Bad' ſueh Thoughts; for be believed 


died 


<EPP 
ed there was an End of us ; and that Things were 
the World as they always had been, and ſo they 
uld continue for ever. I ask'd him what he 
Jeant by Nature? And ſaid to him, Look 
bon theſe Plants; they miſt have a Mker, they 


but [tid not come of themſelves ; and do not you ſee 
on, Ir Miſdom and Contrivance in the various Co- 
\c- , and curious Compoſure of the Parts of every 
de e of - chem ? It is impoſſible they ſhould be the Ef- 
are / of Chance, or of a blind Principle; and there- 
ice e, if by Nature you mean an univerſal Power a 
ing. thas act with Wiſdom and Goodneſs, tig but 


other Name for God. As to your Saying, That 
pings ate in the World as they always have 
en.... Do not you ſee that there is in the Wor 

ontinual Succeſſion of Cauſes and Effects... Is it 
plain that nothing can make it ſelf? It it "not 
ible every Day, that one thing proceeds from ano- 
r; that your Son is begotten by you, 4s you were 
your Father; and that none of your Progemtors 
s any more able to make himſelf, than you were 
make your ſelf 2 From whence it tlearly follows, that 
re muſt have been one firft in every Rind: There 
# have been a firſt Man, formed by the ſupreme 
ing; and conſequently, Things are not in the World 
they always were, but had Beginning from GOD, 
independent Cauſe and Creator of al; and i ſo; 
muſt have an End, ſince the ſame G O D has 
ared they ſhall, and therefore will not continue 
ever as they are. Then I ſaid, As to your 
do you think there is nothing about you bur Fleſh, 
dd and Bones * He anſwer d, No, not he. 1 
ed, What is that which thinks and contrives ; 
ab conſiders and * which argues and 


* 


diſputes, 


of GOD, and his Providence; and the 


.courſe could do; and when he had read them, 
- .defir'd he would come to me again. 


J asked him, If he had read them; and whet| 


* 


learned Men, but they did not convince him; 


delivered to us with ſuch an unanimous. and conſt; 


e 


diſputes; which looks to times paſt, preſent and the 1 


ture; which Forms Ideas of inviſible Things, 4 
takes the whole World into its Thoughts... Is t 
nothing but Matter? He ſaid, He could not t; 
be thought not. After ſome more Diſcourſe abe 
theſe, and ſuch like things, he went away; : 
I lent him a Volume of Dr. Scot, about the Bei 
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Method with the Deiſts; and defir'd him tor 
over thoſe Books carefully, which, I hoped, wo 
give him more ſatisfaction than my running D 


After ſome Weeks, he return d with the Boo 


th:y gave him any ſati faction? He ſaid, He | 
read them all over ; that they were as well written 
ſuch Books could be; that the Authors of them w 


could not believe. I ſaid, Have they not fairly | 
poſed and cleared all the Difficulties» Have 1 
not fully proved what they undertook 2 Or have 


any other Obections which they have not anſwere! , P- 


hat do you think of Scripture, do not you beliq 


ebe truth of that? He replied, Ha, grant th, = 
and grant all. If Scripture be proved to be of I your. | 


vine Authority, then all your Religion follows, and 
Doctrines are eaſily accountable. I asked. Wi 
have you to ſay againſt the Antiquity and Divi 
Authority of the Holy, Scriptures, which have b 


Tradition of its Divine Original. that. it was writ 
in thoſe times, and by thoſe inſpired Perſons it | 
tends to? He ſaid, There were many Impoſftunf,. 


— —— —— — ͥꝗͤ ——— — — — — 


. 
Wl the World ; that the Books of Seripture might be 
Wren in dark Times, and fo get Authority by de- 
et, Beſides, the Proteſtants and Papiſts, Luthe- 
s and Calviniſts, accuſe one another of corrupting 
ipture, and of many Faults in their Tranſlations ; 


Y5 be could not tell what was true. I told him, 
Bei ſe were meer ConjeFures and Cavils ; that the 
a : eral Parties accuſed one another only of Faults in 


ir Tranſlations ; the Original Hebrew and Greek 


my d not be proved to have been corrupted ; that our 
* Engliſh Tranſlation was as exact as any that 


xtant; and that the Bible, tbo ſome of it was 
74000 Tears ſtanding, had all the Characters of 
b and Sincerity, and was handed to us with all 
Proofs and Evidence of its Truth that a Mit- 
was capable of ; and if we were convinced of 
Truth, we could not deny its Divinity ; and that 
ber he, non any one elſe, could prove a Deedor 


5% veyance of an Eſtate from his Anceſtors, 150 
past, with that Fulneſs and Strength of Evi- 
= 1 ce, that we could the Authority of Scripture, as 


been done by ſeveral learned Men. Then 1 
I, Pray Mr. Edwards, what was it that led you 
» theſe Arheiſtical Opinions? I am ſure they | 
We not born with you, neither were they taught you | 
your Parents; how came you to queſtion the Being 1 
O D, and the Truth of Scripture» He reply'd A | 
, Why there is ſcarce any I ſee that believes 
for if People did really believe theſe things, 
ld they live as they do? If ſuch and ſuch 
ous Diſſenters did indeed believe that there was 
OD, and Fudgment to come, would they be ſo we 
and Knaviſh, ſo Hypocritical and Malicious, 1 
lacable and — wan and Woriahy 5 1 
VA 2 \ 


» 


— U— 


an ill Thing ; who are Fuſt and Merciful ; Kind an 


and tho no good reaſon can poſſibly be given. with 


(12) 
If fuch and ſuch conſtant Church-men did in tru 

elieve their Creed, would they be ſo Intemperate « 
Prophane, ſo Senſual, Debauched and Covetous ? E 
my Part, i I believed there was a GOD; that 
Seripture is his Word; that our Souls are Immortal 
that there is, an Heaven and an Hell, I ſhould li i 
quite otherwiſe: This, I confeſs, was a ſmart a 
ſarprizing Anſwer ; and it bears very hard up 
Wicked Men of all Parties, whoſe Unchriſtis 
Lives contradict the Holy Faith which they pr 
feſs; how they would anſwer for themſelves, W/e 4 
know not: But thus I replyd ro Mr. Edward 
and that the more largely, becauſe he ſtuck up 
it, and was ready to take all for Infidels or Hy 
pocrites. I ſaid to him, Tho there are too mat 
whoſe Act ions are contrary to what they pretend 
believe, yet, you cannot deny, but there are others w 
live according to their Profeſſion, who will not 


Ingenuaus; Sober and Devout ; Faithful and Hone 
upon all Accounts, and who, abating Human Frail 
live exemplary and holy Lives. Tes, he ſaid, thi 
wan Frue, there were ſome. Then, ſaid I, « f 
others, whoſe Works are oppoſite to their Faith, thei 
is not one of them but would think you . did them 
very great Injury, if you ſhould. charge them wii 
Atheiſm, or Disbelieving Scripture, He ſaid, Hl 
thought they would. Therefore, laid I, you muſt u. 
conclude, that theſe do not believe the Being of GOL 
the Truth of Scripture ; the Immortality of the Soul 
much leſi that there is no G O D, or that the Seri 
ture is not true... Dou may juſtly conclude they. all 
very Inconſiderate and Wicked, and Self-condenm'! 


as © * 


\ 


truhey ſhould act thus, yet it is not hard to give 40. 
ount why they do att in this contradictory manner. 
or, firſt, tho' Repentance be the peculiar Grace of 
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own, 1s a great Diſhmour to G O D, and à migbey 
candal to Religion, but ti, no Argument againſt 
be Truth of his B 
ecauſe” it is obvioil 
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Goſpel, and the only Refuge of Sinners, yet this 
hey Favour of GOD, 7s too often abuſed by 


icked Men; and the hopes of recovering themſelves by 
rpentance, occaſions many to commit thoſe Sins which 
hey know are damnable ; and beſides, as it is very fre- 
nent for People to fin againſt Light and Conſcience, ſo 
in not only poſſible, but too common for them, to prac» 
iſe quite contrary to the ſpeculative Notions of their 
inds. For the generality of Men, in their Actions, 
re led by their Luſts and Paſſions, their ſenſual 
petites, and temporal Intereſts, and not by the 
inciples of Truth which lie in their Undetſtandings. © 
do you not fee every Day, how many aft contrary” 


the Laws of the Land? Do they not ſteal, break 


en Houſes, rob on the High-way, commit Murder. 
they know what ſevere Laws there are againſt 


theſe Crimes, and often ſee Perſons executed for 


be ſame wicked Deeds? Now as you cannot pretend 
at thoſe LA Creatures do not believe be 
aws of the 

ither may you juſtly conclude, that thoſe 
elieve the Being ef G O D, the Truth of Scripture, 
bo openly ſin againſt G O D, and daily tranſpreſs ' 


Land againſt Robbery and Binghery xy 
o n0t 


Holy Prece pes of his Word. Their wicked Lives, 


, or the certainty of our Faith; 
0 daily Experience, that Men 
ve a Power to act againft the Voice of Conſcience; 
to live in direct oppoſition to the ſpeculative | 
ms they entertain in their Minds, a might be 


\ 


a 2 


—— —— ů ů ů i es 


beginning of the Year 1699, after which, I had 


(14) 
further ſhewn in the Fataliſts, and rigid Predeſtina:þp Cc 
rians, who uſually manage their Affairs, and govern r ne: 
their Lives, not according to the Scheme of their re, © 
own Principles, but a the reſl of Mmnkind. Then r he 
I asked, Pray what Books do you read? I an bon, 


afraid ſome bad Authors have put theſe Opinion; eve 


into your Head. He ſaid, No; he had very goed" f 
Books; and named Judge Hales's Origination of ane! 
Mankind, and Biſhop Wilkins Natural Religion. ealit 
Theſe, laid I, are very good Books; read them atten- | 
tively and impartially, and ] do not queſtion, but they! 
give you ſatisfation. He ſaid, He had read them, 
and there was abundance of Learning in tbem, but 
thas did not convince him. I told him, He muſt be 
content with ſuch Evidence as the Nature of the Thins: 

would bear.... That as the Belief of the Being of GOD ;W*lig 
the Immortality of the Soul, and Divine Authority of "gr 
Scripture, were to an unprejudiced Mind, infinitelyWM"< 
more rational than the contrary ; ſo ſuppoſing theſe the 
things to be true, we could not have fuller Evidence mm 
of their certainty than we have. And after ſome ock, 


other Diſcourſe, I adviſed him to read theſe Books {nſec 


he mentioned, ſeriouſly, for it was 'a Matter of "y 3 
the vaſteſt Concern to him, and read the Scrip- NVere 
ture with an humble and obedient Heart, and Ito 2 
come to Church, and be in the Way of his Duty; arch” 
it might pleale G OD to open the Eyes of his h 
Underſtanding, and give him Knowledge of the ew. 
Truth. And ſaid I, Pray to G O O to enlighten your e | 
Mind, but.... recalling my ſelf, hom can you pray Niatec 
that do not believe! He gave mga dejected Look, 

and then took his leave. n 

This, ſo far as I can remember, was about the 
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(15) 
s Converſation with him about his Opinions, 
rnear two Years. Hitherto I thought him ſin- 
e, only labouring under ſome ſtrong Prejudices; 
r he told me, He was as willing the Points we 
courſed of ſhould be true as Twas ; but he could not 
leve. I had not yer heard any ill Character of 
m for his Morals, as that he was given ro Pro- 
aneneſs or Intemperance ; bur was juſt in his 
ealings, regular in his Life, very induſtrious in 
s Calling, and one that would ſpend little or 
thing : Wherefore I had rhe more hopes, that 
time, the Grace of GOD, and better Infor- 
ation might recover him ; ſo I ſpoke nor of his 
pinions to any. Bur in the beginning of Septem- 
„ 1700, he was guilty of ſuch a prophane and 
eligious Action, as gave great offence to the 
dngregation, was a mighty trouble to me, and 
ve me occaſion to ſpeak often with him. Up- 

the firſt Sunday in the Month he came to the 
dmmunion, in a ſlovenly Dreſs, with his Brewers 
ock, and dirty Neckcloth; bur this was of little 
dnſequence, had not his inward Man been mbre 
hy and polluted than his outward Habit. The 


verend Mr. B.... who on theſe Days is ſo kind *' 
to aſſiſt me, gave him the Bread, which he 


arch'd out of his Hand; and when I came ra 
e him the Cup, Idid not know him, being in 
ew, and my Eyes are bad: I thought him to 
ve been ſome Seaman: He ſtanding up, I 
inted for him to kneel, which he did immedi- 
ly, ſaying, Muſt I kneel > As ſoon as he ſpoke 
knew him; and my ſndden Thoughts were 
wntable ; I hope this Man is now convinced of his 
pou Errors... but I quickly found my ſelf qui- 
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_ . having the Foul Diſeaſe, as I heard afterward ; af 


ſon of his Impudent Prophanation of the Lore 


— — — — — 
— — — 
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after, I went and found him; and being con 
into his Parlour, I ſaid, Mr. Edwards, what 1 


— — 
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— 


to the Communion ? 


1 
ſtaken, for when Icame to the Words, Drink thi 
he ſaid, So Iwill, if it be good; and clapt his Hz 
upon the Cup, carrying it haſtily ro his Mou you e. 


and would have drank it all, but that I put g of 
Hand pon the Cup, and took it away. 


ſtar d, look d like one amaz d and confoundeWM: and 
and had I heard his Words before he got hold 
the Cup, I ſhould not have given it him. 
Wickednelſs ſtruck me with horror. I adminiftn 
to the reſt of the Congregation, who were ſi; 
ized at his bold Impiery ; and many of th 
Haid, Surely Mr. Edwards is diſtracted. When 
Communion was over, he went down to the B 
fry, and then came up to the Chancel again; a 
ſeeing rwo Books lying upon the Communic 
Rails, he rook them away with him, and as 
went home, he threw them into an Hedge, bY 
afrerward he gave them to the Owner, who (z 
ro him, Mr. Edwards, I believe if it had been c. 
piece of the Plate, you would have taken it; He (allfi int 
Tes, if it bad, it muſt have gone then. His Wi 
and he had now parted Beds, upon account of 


the being a conſtant Communicant, this was | 
him an intended Contempt of our Devotions. 
was reſolved to go to him, and ask him the rer ar 


gupper; and accordingly I went to his Houle ſorry 
. and he was not at home, but the De 


the reaſon of your m_ in that irreverent mani 
le ſaid, He thought afpineſ. 
body might come, No, ſaid I, none ought ro cop 


C195 


thoſe that come with the Humility and Devori: 
of Chriſtians. Let me never ſee you there again, 
ou can come ſo. Andyou, whether you believe any 
g of Religion or no, you ought to have ſome regard 
en. Common Civility is a Duty, and it was a moſt 
and wicked thing thus to affront what we account 
Sacred. Du may be puniſhed by the Laws of 
n: But whether you believe or no, aſſure your 
there is a moſt juſt and terrible GOD, who will 
dicate his own Honour, and not ſuffer ſuch enor- 
Ms Hickedne/s to go unpuniſhd. Nie are you 
dare thus affront Religion in the mot ſolemn 
facred Part of it > What are you, that you 
4 thus defy the Lord of Heaven and Earth? He 
er d and bluſh'd; and ſeem d diſorder'd ; but 
ent away, and ſtay'd for no Anſwer ; for I in- 


y he came to me that ſame Evening, with 
C.... and defird to ſpeak with me. We 
t into the Garden; and he began to acknow- 
We his Fault, that he had done very ill, and 
ſorry for it, and deſir d it might be paſs d hy. 
I believe he did chiefly, becauſe I told him, 
ighr be puniſh'd by the Laws of Man. And 
bo am, and always was for uſing the moſt- 
er and gentle Methods, eſpecially in Matters 
eligion, told him, TI was very glad to hear he 
orry for that grievous Sin, and pray d GOD © 
ake him more and more ſenſible of it. I ſaid to 
& then, as we walked in the Garden, Mr. Ed- 
"ps, you know you and I have heretofore diſcourſe ed-. 
eral things of great Conſequence to your eternal 
Wineſs ; and when I ſaw you at the Communion, 
coed, at firſt, you bad begn convinced of the. Fal. 


led, if I could, to awaken him: And accord- © © 
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Of the Being, or not Being of G0 


>» hath wiſe bees due h perils Peſos, Yu 7 


= 


| fity and Impiety of your Opinions, and had eome thi 


ſame ſtill, Have you any other Reaſons of your U. 


E purpoſe: Will you be ſo fair as to write down yi 


. the 9th, 1700, Mr. Edwards brought me the 
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ther as a Penitent ; but I am afraid you are in th 


belief, beſide what you then mentioned > If you hav 
let us hear them, Then he held a long ramblin 
Diſcourſe upon the former Subjects, the Being 
G OD, the Truth of Scriprture..... Ar length 
ſaid, You and I may talk here à great while, to lit 


Objefions againſt theſe Truths, with the Opinic 
you hold, and your Reaſons for them; and I will 
deavour to return a ſatisfaFtory Anſwer. He p 
miſed me he would; and ſo we parted. Then 
ſaid ro Mr. C.. who had walked with us all: 
time; You ſee how this Man abuſes his Rea 


tand out againſt Light and Truth, and has , 


4 


© "Þuilty of the moſt horrid Profanation of Religion: 


am afraid GOD vil give him up to deſper 
Courſes, or ſend ſome heavy Judgment upon him. 

ſaid, That might juſtly be fear d, for he was ill 
it was a deſign d Afﬀront upon our moſt Solemm 
vice. This was enough to make any good Cl 


ian tremble to think of his State. Howe 
upon Munday-night following, which was $ 


lowing Paper, written with his own Hand, il 
which I have ſtill lying by me, 


HE Being of GOD, you fay, is, and .. 
T been acknowledged by all Ages and Notzons 
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blick Societies and Nations in Ages; ſo there 
no Univerſal Conſent, becauſe ed by ſeveral 
ions, as many Hiſtorians report of the Cannibals 


Ho America, and of Soldania in Africk ; and ma- 
ble great Philoſophers, as Diagoras, Theodorus, and 
10 * ers. Further, if Univerſal be granted, and e- 


ugh to prove a Deity, and Exiſtence of G O D, it 
Wy alſo prove Polytheiſm, and Idolatry, for which, 
e Conſent may be pleaded. Many take up their 
lief of GOD, and the Creation, as part of their 
lucat ion and Notion, more than any Convition in 
ir Minds and Conſciences ; and without being Cen- 
jou or Uncharitable, it may be faid of moſt Part 
Mankind, witneſs the daily Enormities and Exe 
tions among Men pretending to Religion, which N 
0 take off the Force of Univerſal Conſent, iti Mit 
rin the Tongue only, and not in the Heart. Thi | | 
lief may be introduced thro Ignorance, 11 
a great Philoſopher obſerves in his Var. Hiſt. 
FW, the Illiterate believe more than 2. 31. 
> Philoſophers; or thro Policy, Fear, | 
ereſt, and ſuch like, We find many Perſons well 
Need to Fuſtice and Goodneſs, Love and Mercy, 
erly by the Nobleneſi of their Nature, with the help - 
Education, and but ſmall Friends to Religion; 
Wer others, by all the Care and Education that imay 
for all the Fear they pretend of G O D, and fu- 
e Puniſhments are nat able to reſtrain them from 
worſt of Actions. Why not this Almighty - 
alize himſelf to uw by Miracles? Did be + 
Wor 5 long time would produce many Conttadiftions 
4 Diſputes, and queſtion bis Being e Suppen 
is" the World that governs the World, and is . 
ed from that great Orb of Nature, this Power, 
— C 2 hag 
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had never more need to appear than now in Vin, 
cation of himſelf, when Men queſtion his very Bein 
His Worſhip is become the Fancy of moſt M 
Brain; as Luther in his Book, de poteſtate Papi 
teacies 7 Sacraments ; de captivate Baby loni 
that there are only 3, and in his Book ad Walden(: 
but 2. Alſo, ſometimes having owned Purgatory, 4 
ſince denyd it, and Tranſubſtautiation, and af 
deny d it: To be brief, there are almoſt Threeſ 
ſuch Contradlict ions in this Author, and as many 
Beza and Calvin, the firſt and great Lights of f 
Reformation. If 1 bave a Soul to ſave, to which 
theſe muſt I go > Zuinglius preſents me with 
Volume called The Word of Life; Lutber fay: | 
is 4 Fool, Antichriſt, and Deceiver ; much to the 
» purpoſe ſays Calvin, Beza, and Caſtellio, f 


4 


another ; what will be the product, I pray you jud 
'Of the Eternity of the World. 


From the natural Proſpect of Things, the Sun 4 
Moon keep their conſtant Courſes as ever, withont 4 
decay or diminution. There is alſo a freſh aud fli 
riſhing Conti nuamce or Exiſtence of all natw 
Things. Beſlidgs the Fudgment of ſeveral emi 
and ancient Philoſophers, as Ariſtotle, ſaich, I 
World was Eternal, and a neceſſary Emanarid 
from G OD, as Light from the Sun: Epic 
That by Coalition of Atoms, it came into tt 
Fabrick ; which it a later Edition than Eterni 
( which I believe not; others, That the Wor 
always was; and is of : ſelf exiſting ; and why 
« well 4 the. Author > The Account the Chaldeaud 
give, is 43000 Tears from the Creation, to the tiling” 
0 | 5 


(21) 


Ins evince the World's Beginning; which might 
me in and go out 4s occaſion, the Faſhion of Times, 
Humour of 3 5 as theſe laſt twelve Tears. 


loniq / declare, and make good Solomon : Saying, There 
denſe no new thing under the Sun. I wonder ſo Miſe 
, Being. did not make the World from Eternity, or 
1 afiWns before the Caldeans Account, and manifeſt his 
reeſcolory and Praiſe in ſo great a Work, which he him- 
any Wi ſaw very Good. 


of ti 

— f the Origination, or Eternity of Man. 
wit | 

{ov Men were Sons of Adam, whence came ſo 
52 . 


of ack Men d If a married Woman here ſhould 
uv judWrth ſuch 4 Child, let her Reputation be clear as 


9 be, what would the World ſay, or to what Cauſe 


before, or in the beginning with Adam, 
th what Utenſils or Implements did he and Abel 


in, an Artificer in Braſs and Iron; which make 
probable, that Men were from all Eternity, with 
World, & ſeveral Authors have abſerv'd. The 
mplaint of Cain, ſuppoſeth popularity of People, 
it every one findin 


0icuriify 4 Wife; where ſhould he have ber? We read of 
to ti more Children of Adam, eſpecially” Daughters, 4 
ernie while. And that Cain ſhould build à City withſo: 


> Worlftle help, and for ſo few Inhabitants, is to me ſtrange.” 
why Sir, Tho) I have mentioned Probabilities, and the! 
lde gent of ſeveral Anthors in theſe Matters, I 
the tinge? K the thing you defired, was an Account. of hy Be. 


- 
+» 5 


Alexander. Tou ſay, The Improvement of 


different Sorts of People, eſpecially as to 8 
4 bring 


ribe it, judge ye. If there were no Men, Arts, 


Ul the Ground» We read of none while Tubal- 


im ſhould kill him; bis fal- 
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lief, which is, That the World is eternal, and 
Matter, exiſting without any more Power than'Mat 
ter and Motion; and that all Men go to thei 
' Motber the Earth, and there end. Mbatſoev 

ſome may ſay of Ttanſmigration of Souls, uo doul 
it was the Fudgment or Belief of thoſe who al. d on 
Saviour, Who did fin, this Man or his Paten 
that he was born blind? This Queſtion muſt fi 
poſe the Soul ts have exiſtence, and capable of ca 
trafting Guilt, before the coming into this Body, e 
a Man could not fin before born; this was the On 
nion of the Pythagoreans, and of ſome \among 
Jews, but no more of that. I ſhall therefore beg y1 
Pardon for all Offences paſt, and any in theſe preſent! 
and give you many Thanks for all your Kindneſs ill 
me, tho" provoked to the contrary, and hope to reteit 
that ſati faction from you, as may, thro": Mercy of t 
Almighty you profeſs, bring me to that Peace 
Comfort I believe you to enjoy. here, and may t fi 
Eternity hereafter ; which all the Power of Hei 
and Earth grant, if it be but for the | Happineſs 
fuch Profeſſors, and for the Commodity of the Vo! 
Aſſure your ſelf gt ſhall be received into an anprejudic 
and boneſt Mind, and condeſcending and obedient * 
Your humble Servant, well known; therefore . 
1 I ſay no more, nor fer my Name. 


Io this Treturnd him the following Anſce 
Sept. the 18th, 170, wherein my Buſineſs u 
not to expoſe any thirig be had written, nor di, * * 
rectly to prove the gtear Things 3 were in qui | 
ſtion between us, but only to anſwer. his Object 

ons; to treat him with all Tenderneſs and Plau 

nels, and give Satisfaction if I could. 8 7 . 


. 

$I Ry | 

OUR Paper contains ſeveral Things concerns 
the Being of GOD; the Eternity of the World, 


"Bd of Men upon the Barth; to which I ſhall return 
ih 4 plain Anſwer, and that after your own Method, 


aſe, perhaps, it may be the beſt way to give you” 
2 rsfation. TI ſaid, The Conſent of all —— 
ly pr all Ages, was one good Argument of the Being 


GOD. For this has always been the general! 

inion Mall Mankind. And I never yet read or 
Wer d of any whole Nation, State or Society, thad de- 
| a Supreme Being. Thus Tully, the greateſt 
ploſopher among the Romans, and who lived about 
Tears before Chriſt, ſays, There was no Nation 
barbarous, but that they owned a GOD, 4s 
thoſe ancient Philoſophers, or particular Perſons, 
_ With are-ſaid to have been Atheiſts, they were very 
| Til number, of ſmall. Reputation for Learning, 
their Authority is of no weight in 2 of- 
t of the beſt and wiſeſt, and moſt learned ef all 
es. Beſides, ſome ure ſaid to baye been Atheiſts, 
beeauſe they deny ds 4 Supreme Being, but be- 
We they deny d the Divinity of thoſe Idols which 
e worſhipped by the common People. And then, 
they were really Atheiſts, is the Teſtimony of 6 
IL. Atheiſts (fer you will bar ahn find mote in anei- 
Hiſtory ) ef more moment than the Teſtimony 


d | er three, Vicious and Sceptical Perſons, rather. 
| to the moſt: Virtuow and Honeſi and even alt 
er read of,” 
81 RE "Fuſs, 


nor mer with any Man that w 
; Thaſt amd Sober, 9 


5 reſt ef Man bind L I-muſt declare unte yor, chap... 
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all-the MWorid befide 2 Or is 1 fut t0 bear en to : 
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the Bay of GOD. Bring me a Wiſe and Good M 4 
who leads a Virtuous, Upright and Regular Life, an 
who has kept himſelf from the Vices and Pollution 
of the Ages, who denies a Supreme Being, and hi 
Teſtimony deſerves to be conſider d. As for the Can. 
nibals you mention, or the People of Soldania, . 
are ſaid to own no GOD; neither is it ſaid thi 
they deny him: For they are a ſavage, wild, unci 


vilized People; and as they are few, and bear wiſf"*- 
proportion to the reſt of the World ; ſo it is very to 
abl, 


reaſonable to judge of the Senſe of Mankind, by th 
Opinion of thoſe who are ſo rude and ignorant. An 
then you ſhould conſider, that this Argument for th 
Being of a G O D, from the Univerſal Conſent 
Mankind, is not weaken'd by this, becauſe now an 
then in an Age, ſome odd Perſon may queſtion hi 
Being, or becauſe a few Cannibals, or ſome barbar, 
| People upon the Coaſt of Africa, do not own his Being 
- but i all civiliʒ d Nations, if inſinitely the great 
Part of Mankznd, if the beſt and wiſeſt and virtuc 
and moſt rational in all Ages have always acknowled! 
a GOD, this is ſufficient to ſhew a Univerſal Conſe 
Thus it may be ſaid to be a Univerſal Truth, That M. 
are born with one Head, tho there may have be 
Monſters born with two. And 2 Fit could 
traced exact ſy, ehe number of real Atheiſts is not gre« 
er than the number of ſuch Monſters. When you ſ. 
That Univerſal Conſent, if it was granted, mig 
rove Polytheiſm; this I deny. There never was 4 
1 Univerſal Conſent for Polytheiſm; for tho ſn 
Nations ol ay many Gods, yet theſe were of an, 
 ferior Order; they did generally, eſpecially the Philo 7” 
- 1 own One Supreme over all, whom they called i Bel. 
A. beſt * greateſt Being; the King and Fathor G. 
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As for what you ſay of many Peoples taking up 
heir Belief of a GO D and the Creation, by Edu: 


2 gin, and not by Examination and Conviction, I 
e ie may be ſo ; but T ſay alſo, That the Belief 
Cu © G O D, and Maker of all Things, is a Truth ſo 
„ in fo the generality of Men, that they readily af- 
; t to it; and a little Conſideration of the Works of 


ature, and of their own Frame, will convince them 
it. But I wiſh that all would conſider the Grounds 


m. And I would deſire you to conſider, that there 


d moſt learned Men have made the deepeſt Search 
p Philoſophy ana Divinity, there is not One in 4 
ouſand-but declare themſelves ſatisfy'd in the Be- 
fa GOD, and the Truth of Religion. 


duc'd thro' Ignorance ; this is altogether unlikely, 
e none but the mot Savage and Ignorant People 


* more civiliʒ d any People are, and the grenter de- 
ve bell of Knowledge they have, they are ſtill more con- 
could| iced of the Being of GOD, and a Providence, and. 
ot real ter Notions about them; Tou ſay, That 4 
al. loſopher obſerved, That the Illiterate believe more 


2 read that Chapter, .you would have found 4 good 


their Belief more than they do, that ſo they might 
able to give a Reaſon of the Hope that is in 


very many who do examine the Reaſons of theſe. 
dings. And you may obſerve, That when the acuteſt 


hen you ſay, The Belief of GOD might be in- 


made the Inſtances of thoſe that diſown his Being. 


n the Philoſophers; and quote Var. Hiſt. 2. 31. 
does not ſay they believe more, but, that they 
eve better than the Philoſophers. And if you 


imony for the Univerſal Conſent of Mankind, in 
Belief of a GOD and . that no Nets k 
TE EDA N then. 
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of ſuch a Being > How came all Mankind to be pu 


in GOD ought to fear bim; but tis not their Fe- 


_ — _— - — — 
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| them from acting contrary to Fuſtice and Goodneſ 
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then known, queſtimned the Belief of theſe, before 20 


3 Pretenders to Philoſophy among the Greeks. d 
The Belief of 4 GOD, could not be the Device . 
Politicians, ſince this Belief, as I hade ſhew'd, ng Irre 
always granted, and no Time can be named wheniſ cen. 
wds not ; and ſince the greateſt Politicians could ner Fea 
free themſelves from this Belief, but have been ins the 
milch Apprebenſion of the Power of GOD, as any '"* 
thers, as is manifeſt in the Example of Tiberius, & = 
on 


But how could Fear or Intereſt propagate the Beli 


ſeſid with the ſame Fear, excepting a Few of the wo 
and moſt ignorant People? Indeed, all that belien 


which cauſe the Belief of his Being; but the right 
of their Reaſon, and the due Confideration of bis Nor 
Nor could the Belief of ſuch a Being proceed from | 
tereſt ; ſeei 7 tis the Intereſt of all the Wicked, th 
there ſhould be no ſuch Thing; and yet they cannot 
off the Belief of ſuch a Being. As for the Virtuou ; 
Pious,they confeſs they muſt renounce all worldly Inter 
rather than offend GOD, and therefore tis not meer, 
their temporal Intereſt that makes them believe i 
him. Dou ſay, There are many Perſons, no Friend 
to Religion, of Noble and Generous Diſpoſition 
well diſpoſed ro Juſtice, Goodneſs Mero. 
2 this; as the natural Inclinations of ſome a 
better than others, I do not ſee how this makes agai 

the Being of GOD, or the Truth of Religion: And 
do not queſtion but theſe Perſons would be much bett 
than they are, if they believed the One, and w 
true Friends to the Other. Neither do I think th 
be bare Generoſity of their Temperr, would reſtrai 


— — — 
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if their Paſſions, Pleaſures, Luft, or Intereſt requi- 
red it, and they could with ſafety pratifie them. © 
MM As to what you ſay of the great Enormities and 
Mlccegulariries of the greateſt Part of thoſe who pre- 
tend ro Religion; that good Education, and the 
Fear of future Puniſhmenrs, do not keep them from 
„be worſt of Actions. Dou muſt not infer from hence, 
that all theſe People are Hypocrites, and believe no- 
thing of a G00; or that Religion has no Efficacy up- 
on Peoples Minds: All that follows from hence is this, 
That Men may fin againſt their Knowledge, and at 
Wl contrary to their Profeſſion, and therefore they are d- 
i ceedingly to blame, and Self-condemn'd : And this 1s 
vifible to every Day's Experience; for Men have free 
Will, and very often do contrary io what they know 
Whey ſbould do. For all Men do not govern themſelves 
according to thoſe ſpeculative Truths which they own, 
nor live according to the Principles which they profeſs 
to believe; but they are led by their Appetites and In- 
tereſts, their Luſts and Paſſions, their Pleaſures and 
Humours, again#t the clear Senſe of their Underſtand- 
Wing, to commit that, for ſome' preſent Delight ur Ad- 
vantage, which they know will ruin or undo them, 
Da may as well argue, That High-way-men and. Houſe- 
breakers in England, believe there are no capital 
Puniſhment for Theft and Burglary, fince they com- 
mit theſt Crimes every Day, tho they know the Laws 
il 42 ainſt them, and even ſee Men executed for them 
every Month. | | 

As to that bold Queſtion, Why -GOD does nor 
diſcover himſelf by Miracles, and vindicate his 
Power upon ſuch as deny his Being? T anſwer, 1 
d nor find that there was ever any Miracle wrought to 

_ convince an Atheiſt ; one the right uſe of 1 

1 N | 2 ura 
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fural Reaſon will lead us to the Knowledge of the 5 
preme Being; and GOD will take his own time to vi 
© dicate his Power and Majeſty. Vengeance will co 
ſoon enough. The Impieties and Blaſphemies of Arhe 
iſts hurt not GOD. He affords them Means, a 
- ſpares them, that they may be inexcuſable. In t| 
mean time, he bas them all in ſafe Cuſtedy ; he wi 
certainly. call them to account for the abuſe of thy 
Means, Parts and Talents with which be had 
truſted them, and reward them according to thai 
Works. But GOD ha not left bimſelf with. 
Witneſi; he has made divers Revelations of hi 
Power and Goodneſi, and wrought abundance | 
Miracles, which are delivered to us with all the Mari 


u 
of Truth and Certainty that ſuch Matters are capablrld, 
ef ; and if Men will not believe theſe Things, whidſh a 
come with ſuch Evidence as can never be diſproveliflrs, 
they muſt continue in their Unbelief, and anſwer WMD 


to GOD atthe lat, It does not become his Majel 
and Wiſdom, to work Miracles when every Arhe! 
calls for them. © | 
A to what  rge concerning the Differences b 
tween Luther, Calvin, and others of the firſt Refnſh W. 
mers, I believe you had it out of. ſome popiſh Boo, w 
the Papiſts doing all they can to aggravate the Differich 
ences that were among them. The Reformation wen 
on by degrees, and they might ſay ſome things at fir 
which afterwards they ſaw cauſe to alter. But th 
makes nothing againſt us, for we owe our Reformatic 
neither to Tjuther ner Calvin; nor does it make 4 
thing againſt the Truth and Certainty of the Prot 
| ſtag Religion; for they all agreed in making tt 
Holy Scripture the Rule of their Faith and Worſhi * 
Aud i you were able to compare the Harmony of .uvapp 
75 2 = + Confeſſi | WE 
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he Surfeſſions of Faith in all the Proteſtant Churches, 
to vu would find the things they differ in to be very in- 


[l conſiderable, and ſuch as in no wiſe touch the Founda- 
f Arhehy of Chriſtianity. You ſay, God's Worſhip is be- 
25, anne the Fancy of every One's Brains. I grant 
In tire are many Giddy and Enthuſiaſtical People, wie 
he wi led away with their own Delufions and Whimſies ; 
of the the eſtabliſh'd Worſhip among us is Solemn and 


gular, and agreeable to the Word of GOD. 
You argue, That the World is Eternal, becauſe 
> Sun and Moon keep their conſtant Courſes, 


f chat there is a freſh and flouriſhing Continuance 
lance all natural things. But if you would ſeriouſly re- 
Mar upon it, this does not prove the Eternity of the 


World, but rather the contrary ; for where there is 
e Succeſſion f Day and Night, of Months and 
ers, of Summer and Winter, Spring and Fall, Births 
= Deaths of Men, and other living Creatures. 
iſe obvious Viciſſitudes, do plainly manifeſt, that all 
e muſt have a Beginning, and were once put in 
e Courſes, and x” "RR cannot be Eternal, All 
Famous Philoſopbers before Ariſtotle, held, That 
World was made, and his Authority is of no va- 
=, when he departs from that general Tradition, 
ich was handed down from the beginning, is ſo 
ion wen ee able to Reaſon, and confirmed by Holy Scripture. 
ll /ay The World might be Eternal by Emanation 
m G OD, as Light from the Sun, 7s to beg 
thing in queſtion ; it makes GOD not to be a free, 
4 neceſſary Agent, and contains many other Ab- 
W4ities, Epicurus's Opinion, of the World's being 
e by the accidental meeting together of Atoms, 
Nat ridiculous Folly and Nonſenſe, which alſo you 
Mop prove your ſelf. It ſignifies little what others 


aſſert 
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#ffert of the World's exiſting always; unleſi they | 
Reaſons for A. Aſſertions. And there is abund 
more reaſon to believe rather, that the Author if 
did exiſt from Eternity. Tt is far more rations 
believe, That 4 Being of infinite Power, Wiſdom 
Goodneſs, did always exiſt, and make all thing. 
| fide according to his own Will and Pleaſure ; tha 
Fancy that theſe viſible Things, which are ſubje 
Alteratian and Change every Hour, did exiſt fr 
ternitiy. Tho the Qhaldeans rechen d 43000 ] 
to the time of Alexander; yet this doth not argu 
World to he any older than the Scripture make: 
much leſs that it is Eternal. For they owned it 
4 Beginning; and they counted Months for N 
and this will bring it pretty near the Seri pturt 
count; but all Heathen Chroxology is extreamh 
certain. EP wk 
 __ Tſaid, The late Invention of Arts and Scial 
and the newneſs and ſmall compaſs of Hiſtory, 
the little Account we have of Times paſt, is 4 
good Argument to ſhew that the World is nat i 
na. For tho ſome curious Arts perhaps might be 
and go out of Faſhion, yet the maſt neceſſary an 
ful to human Life could not paſſibly do Jo ; and 
are but of late date. And if the Warld bad been l 
nal, how is it poſſible that all Records and Chrm 
F Times and Actions ſhould nat extend to above] 
Tears paſt? For there is no Book, except be ih 
| that is of that Antiquity. The gradual.increaſe 
ſpreading of Mankind upon the Earth, and the 
count that we, have of the Oxigin of Nations, and 
pling of partioular Countries, ſo agreeable to ti 
perſion of the Sans of Noah, er \ down in Scri 
ſhbem that they came all from the ſame Stock, 4 
* 0 | in 


3) 
mus. It doet not become i to ark why GOD. 
Wt male the VPorld from Eternity & b why # 
ade but about 6000 Tears go For GOD is 
WM: Agent , of infinite PerfeRtions'; tis meet we. 
4 leave him to aR as he pleaſes ; he bhiows how 
mifeſt his own Praiſe and Glory without our Ad- 
And ſꝛein ' GOD i, from Eternity, when ever 
World had been made, tho it had been a Million 
tri before the Chaldeans Account, the Fame Que- 
9 might ftill have been asKa, why it wis made ho. 


bo ' ther are many different Sorts of People, in 
Diſpoſitions and onrward Coldur,” yer they . 
beleſs proceed all From one Father at firſt. For 
4 days, if a Man has many Children, their 
Ws are often dery different, and ſome art big. 
b lietle; fome have black, ſome white, ſome 
| air, and yet all Children of the [ame Man and 
an. As for the Black, 'tis likely their coo. 
ens Nom their Climate, livin is under, or 
E 


et 4 Line, in exceſſive Heat, which 3 fone muy * oY 
$i". Hin to that Colour ; und if the 100 wi in it 


U tries, they turn Tit, and pethaps, in m 


| 2 atibnt, would be Mhite. 
pm — Beginning tbe Earth wat exceed} 7 
2 + Forth plentiful with letle 7 fri ff þ I 


We Men were few, the had need but. of 

ols to Till i Gu theſe were after faint end” 
eb, as other Ping ele, which did net cont” 
be Perfection they ave in for man 3. 
43 it ptain' the wit Was not Eternal, 1 
ubal-cain's heing an Avtificer ad 
5% if ve bid, the 72 Fin 
a have bin filid out Tong before 
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\ The Seripture does not relate every thing; A 
ad many more Children, Sons and Daughters, » 
Names are not mention d. Then Brothers and gif 
might marry ; and there might be a conſiderable N 
ber of People upon the Earth when Cain killed hi: 
ther, for then the World was about 128 Tears old: 
Seth, which Eve ſaid was given her inſtead of 4 
was born in the 130 Tear of Adam's Life. And 
muſt conſider, that tis not ſaid, that Cain buil 
Ci preſently; but, he went into the Land of 
and living, as Men did then, 8 or 9 hundred Te 
he might in that time have Deſcendents enow to | 
bim build a City, and to furniſh it with Inhabita 
This having conſider d all Things, I think, that 
material in your Paper, I come to that which I warn 
deſirous to know, what was your own Belief; For at 
theſe probabilities, as you call them, which you | 
mentioned from other Authors, you might, I am ſu 
in ſome of the Books you have read, have found ju 
cient Anſwers to them. But your own Belief, you! 
me is this; which yet is founded upon theſe Probaki 
ties ; That the World is Eternal, and of Mau 
exiſting without any more Power than Matter a 
Motions; and that all Men go ro their Mott 
the Earth, and there end: So that if this be WM 
Confeſſion of your Faith, you believe no GOD, no 
preme or Spiritual Being, no Providence, no Angel 
Spirit, no Divine Revelation or Scriptures, no Imm 
tality of the Soul, no Reſurreftion or Fudgment, 
any Life after this, Now tinleſs you can overthn 
the Arguments we bring to eſtabliſh all theſe Article 
or have ſtronger Reaſons to helieve the contrary, whiſk 
I. am ſure you. have not, your Belief is very raſh, « 
ill becomin a reaſonable Man, And what à miſa; 


— 
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estate bave you argued your ſelf into, by ſehing ts 


ers, i viſe above others! How have you levelled your ſelf . 
md bib the Beaſts that periſh ! Tou that know ſo many 
able ings in the World, and will not know the Lord your 
ed hi: ler! What abſurd and incredible things do you 


eve, and yet will not believe a GOD ! Jon believe 
World to be Eternal; yet this can never be proved; 
e i not the tenth part of that Evidence for it, 
t there is for the Being of GOD ; and the genera- 


of Nh of Mankind, the beſt and wiſeſt of Men in all 
ed e, have believed that it was created; and the 
p to Wi learned and acute Perſons at this Day do look 
babitaWnghe Eternity of the World to be impoſſible. You 
» that eve all was done by Matter and Motion; without 
Iwan Supreme Being, or Infinite Underſtanding to guide 


{ order all Things; is not this as abſurd, as to be- 


you He Epicurus his coalition of Atoms ? tis not ſo ridi- 
am ſiſ pus to believe, that you can take a Bag full of Let- 
mad , ſhake them together, and throw them out, and 
f, dne they ſhall all fall into that order, as #0 compoſe 
Probanf: firſt Chapter F Geneſis, as fis go believe that this 
f aud regular, and beautiful Frame of the World, 
atter Wh its ſucceſſive Changes, and all the various Crea- 
, Motlies therein, did exiſt from Eternity, or wag made 


Matter and Mation, without any All wiſe Mind to 
elt and diſpoſe of them. You cannot deny but there 
Angelſſ ſuch things as Life Senſe, Reaſon and Knowledge ; 


0 Tomaiſe Order in he World, and a curious Contrivance 
went, the ſubſervieygy of one thing to another, for divers 
werthrnirable Ends and Purpoſes; and yet you believe that 

= is all produced and managed by Matter and 


tion, which bave neither Life, nor Senſe, nor Rea- 
1 i in them. Tou may as well believe that the Timber, 

4 miſe icks, Mortar, Glaſi, W Materials of your. 
| g o 
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own Hoſt being put into motion by a Wind, did 
themſelves meet into ſuch 4 convenient Habitatin 
without the Contrivance of any Workman, as to beliei 
that this wonderful Fabrick of the Univerſe, in whid 
there appears ſo much excellent Wiſdom and Power 
Groducf and Foreſig be, came into that State it is wit 
out a GOD. As to what you ſay of Tranſinigration 
Souls; it was the Opinion of ſome Philoſophers, a 
it may be ſome of the Jews alſo ; but then they did n 
believe the Souls of Men to have been Eternal; . 
acknowledg'd, that they, and all things elſe, were mai 
by GOD. But the Grounds of this Opinion are v 
weak; and it may be, ſome Truth, imperfectiy deli 
ver d by Tradition, or miſunderſtood, might give 
caſion to it. But how can you talk of Tranſmigrati 

of Souls, who believe that there is nothing in the 

but Matter and Motion 2 But I have not leiſure | 

purſue theſe Things, or * unto you all the i 

credible Abſurdities which follow from your Beli 

and which you muſt believe, if you believe any thin 

J ſhall rather exhvrt you to reflect ſeriouſly upon tin: 

Part you have taken, and the Choice you have mad 

Tu have rejected all that Reaſon and Evidence ti 

there is for the _ of GOD, and a future Stat 

which is and always has been, the common and: 

verſal Opinion of all Mankind, excepting a very 
inconſiderable Perſons ; and upon ſlight Argume 
and meer Conjectures, you believe, Thar the Wolf 

is Eternal; that there is nothing hüt Matter a 

Motion, and that all Men go ro the Earth, at 

there end. Oug ht yon not, in Prudence, to chuſe thin 

Side which has the ſtrongeſt Argum , and cleart 
Evidence ? What tho you can raiſe ſome Objectig 
©  againit the Being of GOD, and Religion ; are thigpi 
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more Objeftions, more Difficulties, and infinitely 
owe Abſurdities in your Opinion, who own no GOD, 


beliewWd no Religion? Beſide, unleſs you could overthrow 
s convincing Reaſons, I may ſay Demonſtrations, 
PownWat we have of the Being of GOD, and of the Truth of 
wiel riſti an Religion, your little Cavils and ObjeRions 
tion pant them, ſuppoſing they could not be anſwer d, 
„ nie nothing : But they are far from being unanſwer- 
did n le; for there have ſuch Anſwers been given to all the 
I; ted iont and Difficulties of Atheiſts and Misbeliey- 
e s, 45 may ſatisfy all unprejudiced and reaſonable Men. 


re ve deſire you to deal imparti ally in this, as being a Mat- 
r of the greateſt moment : And in your reading Books, 
not only gather Object ions, but mind the Anſwers 
wen to them; do not ſt and out againſt Light and 
nvict ion: Ve have all the Evidence for the Being 
GOD, and Truth of our Religion, that things of this - 
ature are capable of. Conſider, 'tis far more likely 
bat you ſhould be deceived, than infinitely the greateſt 
art of Marhind ; than the moſt Wiſe, and Learned, 
„ Virtuous Men of all Ages; than ſuch as Fudge 
ales, whoſe Life, and Learning, and Piety, you 
ave nothing to ſay againſt. After the deepeſt Search, 
4 friceeft Enquiry into Things, theſe Men have re- 
ed the Cavils of Atheiſts, ſat down in the firm Be- 
ef of GOD, and the Truth of our Religion, and by the 

inent Fuſtice and Piety of their Lives, ſhew'd the 
edfaft Hopes they had of the Bleſſings of the World to 
ter eme. They were as unwilling to be deceived as you, and 


th, aoundantly more able to find out the Truth. I am per- 
ſe thifnaded, your own Thoughts and Conſcience do ſometimes 
' cleareellyon, that there may be a GOD, and a Life to come, 
jectinbate ver you imagine to the contrary; and then what 


vill become of you, who * the plaineſt Argument; 
2 fo 


s 
; 


doubt but you will find ſome Satisfaction, which isi 


being never intended for the Publick; nor had tt 


did I diſcourſe with him any more about his Op 


he had a comely, pleaſing and moſt virtuous Wik 
men, and had gotten the foul! Diſeaſe. And I think 


- "3 
to prove the Being of GOD, and upon the ſlight 
Grounds believe there is none? The ingeniou E 
preſſions you have in the latter end of your Paper, maj 
me believe you will conſider theſe things better th 
you have done. Tou promiſe #0 receive what I ſe 
with an umprejudiced and honeſt Mind, and with 
condeſcending and obedient Will; I deſire nothing | 
fide ſuch a Diſpoſition and Temper, but the Bleſſing! 
GOD upon what I have written, and then I do 


only Deſign and earneft Prayer of him that is your r: 
Friend to ſerve you in all Chriſtian Offices, 


JOHN SMITH. 
The Reader will pleaſe ro excuſe the repeartin 


ſome things in theſe Letters, which had paſs d be 
fore between us in our private Conferences, th 


appeared now, had nor his miſerable End give 
occaſion ro produce them, that he might be the bai 
ter ſer forth as an Example ro the World. I neye 
received any Anſwer from him to this Letter, nc 


nions: But now I underſtood that his Life was nd 
near ſo regular as before I thought it was. I found 
he was given to lewd and vicious Courſes. Tho 


of his own, yet he kept company with baſe W. 


it was not long after this that he was queſtionec 
before the Honourable Sir N. G. upon account 


a naughty Woman, who was ſeen to go into biffelke 


Houſe one Sunday, when all his Family but * 1 
, 5 72 e I's 
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f was at Church, but never ſeen to come out 
Wain. Her Friends proſecuted him before the Ju- 
er, malice, as if he had murder'd her and hid her; and 


er da Warrant to ſearch, but found nothing, Some 
I /e ad it was a Trick to get a Piece of Money from 

with Im: And he brought Witneſſes to ſwear they had 

bing Mea her after that Sunday; but notwithſtanding 


leſſon xr, I cannot find that the Woman bas ever yet 
do en ſeen ſince or heard of. But however that Mat- 


is, tho' I did not ſpeak with him, I enquired 

ter him, how he behaved himſelf; he did come 
w and then to Church, but rather more ſeldom 
an formerly ; going on in his Infidelity and Im. 
nirence, and giving himſelf more to Drinking 
in he uſed to do. When he was in his Drink, 
was like a mad Man, and when he was our of 


oy would be ſilent and mindleſs, like one falling 
s, theo Deſpair. During this time, and all along, his 


lations were not wanting to do what chey could 
his Converſion ; and about the end of April, 

02, his pious Wife, who was always fullof Con- 

n ro recover him, brought me the Copy of a Let- 

er, na, which he had written to a Brother in law, 

is Op berein he did in a very handſome manner own him- 

f ſatisfy d in the Being of a GOD, and the Truth 

Chriſtian Religion.... and ſaid, She was afraid of 

falling into Deſperation ; whereupon I wrote 

to him the following Letter, May the 6th. 1702. 


SIX. | 


Have heard nothi ng from you ſince I wrote unto you 
above a Tear ago. But I happen d lately to ſee 4 


- 
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ato hifetter, which you wrote to 50ur Brother, wherein o 
L a the Being of GOD, Providence, another Life 


Rewards 
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i that which the Enemy of your Soul ſeoks to drive 


— 


_ ſhould turn and live. He is not enviou or impla 


(33) 
Rewards and Puniſhments, and ſeem to believe int 
Savior Jelns Chriſt. Theſe were the great Thin 
againit which you raiſed your Objettions; and ſeei 
you are ſatisfy'd in theſe, what remains, but that 
ſhould heartily conform your ſelf accordingly ; res 


the Fear of GOD, and Henour of Religion, both in y 
Words and Actions, as ever you were to oppoſe or den 
them? But I obſerve in that Letter, that you blame y 
ſelf, becauſe your Faith is not free and voluntary, | 
in a manner forced from you; and ſeem to have ſu 
Apprehenſions of your former doings, of your long a 

ſtinate ſtanding out againft GOD and Chrift, a; 
be almoft overwhelm d with Deſpair. Now the occaſ 
of my preſent Writing, is, to do what I may to 
vent your falling into that deplorable State: For t 


into ; and which you muſt by all means labour to avn 
He firſt ſtirr d you up to be an Enemy againft G0 


and now be will perſwade you that GOD will never Wo 
reconci led to uu. Indeed, I would adviſe you to vii in. 
your paſt Sin with all its aggravating Circumſt ana; 


and make your felf as ſenſible of its wicked and haini 


Nature as ever you can, for truly it was c ding gr of 
and full of the higheft Provocations ; wherefore | 
your Sorrow, and Humiliation, ' and Repentance, He 


poſſible, be anſwerable z but yet let not this caft 
into Deſpair, or make you miſtruſt the Mercy of GO! 
How great ſoever your Sin has been, the Mercy of G0 
is abundantly greater; and if you unfeignedly rep 
and reform, he will abundantly pardon; for he delight 
not in the death of a Sinner, bur rather that 


le, but ſlow to Wrath, and fincerely ae” 1 
> cir 
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ve ini fre of every one: He would have all Mem ro: be 
Thing And it is much more grateful ta him to be 
d ſeei fed in your Salvation, than by your Condemmution, 
that ere fore do not let Satan get advantage over you, an 


; re you to Deſper ation; bur repent and humble your ſelf 


promi ei y for all that is paſt; bleſs GOD that has given 
in gbr of your Error, and beg his Grace continually, 
or den: you may perfect your Repentance, become 4 new 
ame n in Heart and Life, and by your em emplarineſ 
tary, / Virtue and Sobriety, Righięg and Devotion, 


ave ſuffi; great 4 Means to reclai from Irreligion 
long ul Impicty, as you former [ly do encownge t 4 
rift, rein. Phat Praiſe ani hani do you owe to Al. 
e occali&hty GOD, who bore with you ſo long, and did nos 
to oi jon off in your Unbelief and Stubiornneſi againſt 
For tip! His former Lenity and Forbear ance i Demon 
drive ion that he deſires you ſhould be ſavei he had 
to avoir ht your Damnation, would he have ſuffer d you to 
# Gol. long to blaſpheme and defy him ? Let RefleAs- 
never ¶ upon this wonderful Patience and Forbearance meld 
u to di into that Godly Sorrow which accompanies Salvati· 
ſt ani; and excite you to plorifie GOD, and acknow 


d-haint 
ing pre 
efore | 
FAaNce, 


Pavours by your exemplary Obedience thro all the 

P of your Life. This is the earneſt Prayer of yours; 
JOHN SMITH, 

He ſent me no Anſwer to this; neither did he 


caſt ne ro ſpeak with me; as I thought he might do, 
ef GO am perſwaded he would have done, had there 
y of GOWen any ſerions Care of his Soul, due Abborrenca 
ily rep his Sin againſt, GOD, or rhe Seeds of true Re. 
-delighWntance in him. Bur he went on in his worldly 
that oncerns, ſometimes wirh very great applicatib 
implaiſpd at ſometimes: acting odly and unaccounrably 
ys f i it he were not rigti in his Senſes, and'fomerimes 


| fidelity, Impiety MEWickedneſs,. with the guil 


(3 
as negligently as if he did nor care which End we 
foremoſt. Still getting more frequently in Dr; 
than he uſed ro do. By this means his Affairs 
Backwards ; his Eſtate was encumber'd with Mo 
gages, and other Debts, and he undertook an 
— A at more than he was able ro mannage. Thi 
made him uneaſy in his Affairs; beſide the gre: 
Trouble and Horror of Mind, which was fon 
times very * upon his Countenance; for the 
could not chuſe terrible Struggles and Ag 
nies within him, h were the Fruits of his 


Remorſes of a condeirin Conſcience ; the { 
Laſhes of a wounded Mrit. He had moſt obi 
nately vilify'd and abuſed the Grace of GOD, ar 
that wage rting from him. Yer he had hi 
quiet: 1 lucy d Intervals. And at ſome times 
would be free, open, and ingenuous in h 
Diſcourſe ; bur at other times, cloſe and down-look! 
as if he intended to do one a miſchief. In his D 
courſe he has ſometimes been heard to ſay, An] 
theift | I do not believe there is really any ſuch Perſe 
for there is no Man of Senſe, who conſiders things, 
muſt acknowledge a Deity. By this it ſhould ſeen 
that his Underſtanding was convinced, bur hi 
Heart was not reform'd ; his Will was nor ſubdut 
his Mind was not won to lay hold of the Promil 
or to fly to a Saviour; he was only come into th 
fearful Condition the Apoſtle St. Fames mention 
to believe and tremble, which isa moſt horrible Stat 
For he had not the Grace of ſaving Faith, nor an 
ſerions Purpoſe or Endeavour of ſeeking the Favoulif 
of GOD by a ſincere Repentance ; nor did he wit 


i” 5 


any Concernapply himſelf to theſe Things, _ 


— ' ¶ ͤ ; D 
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This was the lamentable Courſe of his Liſe; {till 
growing worle and worſe, both in his ourward 
Affairs, and alſo in the inward State of his Mind - 


And thus he continued till the beginning of Fanuary 
ſt; when having ſat up all Friday Night, and 


* aid all Day on Saturday at the Ale. houſe, he kept 
* n Sunday in his on Houſe, in his thoughtfal Me- 
- {onocholy Poſtures, as he uſed ro be after he had 
or the een drinking; ſaying little, and looking much 
nd Ag iſorder'd in his Mind. How hepaſs'd the Munday, 
his know not; but on Tueſday Morning following, 


Fhich was the Fourth of Fanuary, he bid his Wife 
to Bow, about the Concerns of their Brew. houſe 
Were ; in the mean time he ſhur himſelf up in a 
amber, kindled a Fire, and prepared things for 
Ws moſt wicked and unnatural Deſign upon his own 
fe. When his Wife came home about Noon, ſhe 
nt up tothe Chamber-door, and knock'd ; after 
while, he asked, ho is there? She anſwer d, 
s I ; will you come down to Dinner? He ſaid, No 
id; go down ; I cannot eat to Day. She went 
wn, and after a while ſent up the Maid, and 
her look in, if ſhe could, and fee what he was 
„ng. The Maid went up, and juſt as ſhe came 
ibe Door, the Guns went off. He had kept the 
or barr'd till now, but having prepar d all 
ngs for his horrid Purpoſe, he unbarr'd it, juſt. 
e went to do his own Execution; which was 


in bis manner: He bad aMusket, a Fowling-Piece, 
ble Stat a Scrued- Barrel-Gun ; the Muzzels of theſe 
| nar af had rais'd upon a Woeden- Horſe, and planted 
e Fayoulf of them to his Head, and one to his Left -· Side; 
1 be will baying tripe himſelf to his Shirt and Breeches. 
N laid belt down cloſe to them, and ſetting, 


* | 
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with an hot Iron, fire ro a Train of Powder, thy 
went off at once, and murder d him in a moment 
Here was the dreadful and miſerable End of hi 
Aebeiſin and Infidelity, his Irreligion and Impiet 
In this horrible manner did he cut off his Life an 
Hopes and all at one Blow; and, without any Fe: 
of GOD, or regard to the Good of his own Sou 
launch'd our into an unalterable Eternity 

I do not know that any can juſtly take offence 
any thing I have written; I am ſure I am far fro 
intending to give offence to any. And here is nc 
thing bur Truth; plain Matter of Fact, relate 
without Art or Ornament; and brought into Mi 
narrow a Compals as my Leiſure would permii 
And fince Irreligion and Atheiſm, and all kind d 
Vice and Prophaneneſs, are ſo bold and daring 
ſince the Practice of the generaliry of Chriftiars | 
ſo depraved and licentious, and ſo diſagreeable i 
their Holy Faith; and fince People are ſo much ad 
dicted to the Things of this World, and fo uncot 
cern'd for the Things of Eternity: It is the Dun 
of Miniſters eſpecially, ro lay hold of all occaſioi 
to expoſe the Folly and Danger of Infideliry ; f 
confirm their People in the Belief of rhe Truth; hi 
ſhew rhe Neceſſity of Obedience and Holinefs ; ani 
to awaken the Stupid and Negligent, by ſerrin 
before them the fearful Examples of GOD's Judy 
ments upon Atheiſtical and Ungodly Men. This 
the ſole Deſign of the Publication of theſe Papers 
to endeavour to put a Stop to thoſe Falſe and In 
pious Opinions, which have ſpread ſo far amo 
us, and to deter the common Sort of Profeſſors 
Chriſtianity from going on in their open Diſo 5 
dience to the Holy Rules of our Religion. 7 0 


r, thyſWheſe Practical Atheiſts are one of the main Cauſes, 
omen And the principal Support of Speculative Arheiſm'; 
of nd as they are the more unreaſonable and ridicu- 


mpieyMous of the Two, ſo their Portion hereafrer will 
fe ane rhe moſt intolerable. * 
y Feu I would therefore, in the firſt Place, apply m 
1 SoulfWelf ro choſe ho profeſs Chriſtianity, and yer lea 


icked and unchriſtian Lives. Conſider ſeriouſly 
ith your ſelves, how you ruin your own Souls bi 

our vicious and ungadly Practices; conſider bow 
our Wickednels occafions the Damnation of others; 
ow you confirm Atheiſts in their Infidelity, and 


ence 
Ar fron 
e is nc 
relate 


into ring a Scandal upon out Holy Religion. For your 
oy iſobedienr and wicked Lives are the ſhame of rhe 
Lind d 


oſpel. and the Bul work of Arheiſm. Tis im- 
ble for you to drive them out of their Fortreſs. 
Vhat Arguments can you uſe to perſwade them 
gere is a GOD, when you live your ſelves as i 


aring 
1ans 
able 1 


uch alWhere was none? Say what you can to them, ſtill 
uncouſdey will rerurn upon you; Thou that teacheſt ane- 
e Duß her, re acheſt thou not thy ſelf 2 Tf you believe ther 
ccaton a GOD, hy do you deny him in your Work 
wi f you profeſs the Scriprure is his Word, the ae 
vis 5 li 


hich he has given you to walk by ; why do you de 


fs ; ariſe his Word. and break this Rule every Day? Th 


ertinpecularive Atheiſm is the moſt abſurd and'tmpious 
s JudgWrror in the World, yer Practical Atheiſm is fat 
T his Wore unreaſonable and provoking. ''You that = 
Paperiels a moſt pure and heavenly Religion, and yet lead 


ot impure and earthly Lives; whit a Diſhonour 
Wo you do to your GOD and Religion! and whe 
n irreparable Damage do you do to your own at! 
her Mens Souls! Sure there is none of you that 
4 1 have had the Heart to have perſwaded rhis 
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unbappy Man to lay violent Hands upon his Body, re 
or would have helped him to plant his Guns again ov. 
it, to take away his bodily Life; and yer by yo 
wicked Lives; by your unjuſt and ungodly Dec4ſhe 
ſo contrary to your Faith, you have been the chi 
Means to confirm him in his Atheiſm and Infidelin 
and, in part, the Cauſe of the Deſtruction of 
Body and Soul ro Eternity. "Twas your ungod 
Lives that occaſion d him to deny his GOD! Thi 
what Account you will give to GOD for tbel 
things! And while you have Time repent and n 
form your Liyes. Let your Practice be anſweral 
to your Faith; walk worthy of that holy Calling 
to which you are called, and let your exempla 
Sobriery, Righteouſneſs and Piery, be a Proof 
the Sincerity of your Faith, and an Ornament u 
rhe Goſpel. Otherwiſe, if you continue in ya 
iſobedience, and go on to contradict your Fait 
y your Practices; to ſcandalize Religion, an 
draw your Neighbours to Infidelity; what Advat 
rages or Enjoyments ſoever you may have in thi 
World ; how quietly or pompouſly ſoever you ma 
our of it, aſſure your ſelyes, you ſhall have no othe 
ortion in the Life to come, but with Hypocrite 
Unbelievers and Atheiſts. In the mean time, thin 
what fearful Judgments you may expect, and wh 
terrible Calamities you may incenſe GOD to bri 
upon the Nation, while you that profeſs Religia 
and rhe Belief of a GOD, diſhonour that Religic 
you profeſs, and defy that GOD you own, andt 
your wicked Lives, occaſion Atheiſm, and confin 
enin Infidelity. 1732 
I would, in the next Place, addreſs my ſelf u 


the Atheiſts chemſelyes, if any ſuch ſhould chan 


* 
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$ Body read theſe Papers, and conjure them by all that 


again oye and Care which they have for their own Peace 


by youhd Welfare, that they would, by this ſad Exam- 
Decdſſhe, beware of vilifying rhe Holy Scriptures, of 
he chiWufing Reaſon and Grace, of ſtanding our againſt 
\fidelin;ohr and Conviction, and of defigning Affronts 


| of Men Religion; eſpecially that they would take 
un goed of blaſpheming and denying that great and 
! ThilWwerful GOD, who has ſer a Witneſs for himſelf 
Or the cheir own Breaſt, whoſe Evidence they can ne- 
and ner totally ſtifle: Who, tho he is patient and long- 
werabWfcring, yer bas them always in his Hand, will 
CallinWrrainly, in due time, vindicate his own Honour, 
emplayſl.niſh and confound them for ever. When the Fu- 
Proof ¶ of his Vengeance ſhall once ariſe againſt rhem, 
ment Sen all their Mirth and Gayety and Prophaneneſs, 
in youll! paſs away like Bubbles off the Face of the Wa- 
ar FailſWrs, and they themſelves fink down into everlaſting 
ion, 2orments. Alas, your boaſted Reaſon, ſo vilely 
t Advanihw by you' perverted, will prove but a broken 
in tilted, when GOD ſtall blaſt ir, and give you up 
you may paſſion and Madneſs! Do not think that then 
no otheur Cobweb Arguments againſt the Being of a 
pocrte OD, and the Immortality of your cwn Souls, 
me, thinWill yield you any Support, nor fancy that the re- 
and whiembrance of your little Witticiſms, and lewd Jefis 
to brin@pon Religion, will give you any Comfort. For 
Religion! your preſent Pretei es ro Knowledge and Rea- 
Religion, then you will be cuavinced that Religion was 
n, and Vii hig heſt Reaſon, and the trueſt Wiſdom, to fear 
d confiuſpd ſerve GOD, and that they were the only Fools 
ho ſaid, or lived as if, there was none. 1 
y ſelf ¶ But to turn from theſe, roo uſual Scorners of Re- 
Id chan of, ro them that will give me a more favourable 


Hearing : 
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Hearing: I would exhort all Pious and Obediey 
Chriſtians to petſiſt ſtedfaſtly and chearfully in the 
Duty, notwithſtanding the Contradiction of Sinnen 
and the Reproaches of Infidels ; that they wou 
be moſt exemplary in their Lives, and immovab 
in the Faith of Chri#t, for the Glory of ;GOD, ; 
for the Honour of our Religion; that they r 
confirm the Good, and convince the Gainſayers 
their eminent Virtue and Piety ; and ſo bring Ca 
fort and Salvation to their own Souls. Do noth 
the Impious and Prophane laugh. you our of 1} 
Truth, nor pervert you from the Ways of Righn 
ouſneſs. You are fully perſwaded, that all yay 
Windes Concerns are of little or no value, in co 
parilon of your precious and Immortal Spirits, a 
the Care of ſecuring to your ſelves Eternal Bleſſa 
nels. The ſure and only Way to do this, is to! 
learn'd from GOD himſelf, and can be expected 
no other Method than that which he bas revealed 
us. Wherefore be perſwaded to take your Fi 
and Religion from the Word of GOD, and 3 
om the impious Schemes of ungodly and ſenſ 
Men. For things are now come to that paſs, t 
vers Factors for Atheiſm pretend to ſupport Re 
gion, by undermining the right Apprehenſions 
GOD, and the Authority of Scripture. I won 
What a late Author means by Reaſon and Religia 
who pretends to vindicate both, by, aſſerting i 
Erg e of conceiving the Exiſtence of any i 
naterial Subſtance, and denying the Spiritual 
| rhe. Soul. Haye a Care of ſuch Viedicarorſe 
Reiwion, ho ule all their Art t diſhonour 60 
2 vility Man : Seeking to make him materia 
and our own Souls no better than the Beaſts. W. 


ien about to overthrow the cleareſt Principles of 
Jon and Divinity hitherto eſtabliſh'd, and ebff- 
dict the plain Words of Sctiptute. This Bock 


woulWuld. rather have been intituled, The Grand Eſſay 
novabl root the true Notjon of G O D and Religion out 
D, aff the #/or 1d. Ar leaft, had he done fairly, he 

puld have 'reftrain'd it, and calld it, A Vindi- 


yers ion of the Reaſon. and Religion of Mr. Hobbs, 
8 dinoſa, and W. C. It would much better be- 
o not 2 Gentleman of that Profeſſion, and ſeeiis 
t of ig more to the Level of his Corporeal Genius, 


Righ ſtudy the Nature of Herbs and Plants, and to 
111 vad his own Province, the Body, than to meddle 
in confith ſuch Subjects, as he ſays, are impoſſible to by, 
its, acerved. Aſluredly he will find Work enough 


thoſe Things, for his deepeſt: Reſearches, and 
1s to would be far more commendable; to employ! 


dected i Induſtry for the Eaſe and Health of the Body, 
vealedyW berein his Labours might be beneficial; to 
ur Fi kind. As for this Eſſay, what Pleaſure it 
and rds to Atheiſts and Infidels is pretty viſible; 


what Service it can do to Religion, I can gj 
te mprehend, than he can conceive an imma- 
or ſerve Religion, by attempting to render 


JD a Material Mie a MW go about to 


nſions 
| Wong 


1 


Religi ſon and deſtroy rhe Souls of Men, ( which 
rting i bas already endeavour'd to make as mortal 
f any M cbeir Bodies) by . venting His, Crude and; 
iricualWciſtical ; dies. 


| ions | But however our Bodies 
LICarors Fe und, W Teſcriptions, L bope ſome skilful 
ur GO will prepare an Antidote-for--this- ſo- per- 
— ous one to qur Souls. 
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